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was weakened, giving place to Ayagar system there was
stii! the democratic norm-mutual co-operation in the village
communities. The feudalistic administrative decentralization
policy of the Vijayanagara rulers aiso contributed to this
development. The local institutions were quite alive in a
feudal-federal set up. Among the twelve Ayagars, Reddi,
Kamam and Talari occupied important positions in the village
administration. The Reddy acted as an agent of the
Government and Kamarns maintained Agricultural acounts,
and survey records. While Talari assisted the Reddy and
Kamam. Besides he maintained law and order and acted
as watchman of the village.70 The caste guilds improved
production in the industry, and maintained standards in their
products.71 The gifts or the mfrasf or Inams encouraged
artisans to create innovation in the cottage industries.72 The
weekly Santafu provided an opportunity for the movement
of finished goods. In all these activities? we fcid mutual co-
operation and a greater degree of self-sufficiency in the
village communities.

The agriculture was the main source of income in
the villages. All the members of the different sub-castes
participated in the cultivation of iands either as tanants or
labourers. The peasant needed the services of the artisans
in the agricultural production. Hence there wa^ mutual
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